ITEM 9.A.

MOORPARK CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA REPORT
TO: Honorable City Council
FROM: Brian Chong, Administrative Services Manage@——-
DATE: February 22, 2016 (CC Meeting of 3/2/16)

SUBJECT: Consider Sponsorship Letter for AB 2189 to Direct the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy to Evaluate Possible Expansion of the
Boundaries of the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor to Include the City
of Moorpark and Surrounding Areas

BACKGROUND

The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC) was established by the California
State Legislature in 1980. Since that time, it has worked with local governments, state
and federal agencies, landowners, and community-based organization to preserve over
72,000 acres of parkland and improve more than 100 recreational facilities throughout
Southern California. The SMMC boundaries are established by state law. Staff is
recommending that the City sponsor AB 2189, state legislation that would direct a study
of the City of Moorpark and specific surrounding open space areas for possible
inclusion within the boundaries of the SMMC'’s Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor. State
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin has introduced AB 2189 to the State Assembly.

Inclusion of any portion of the City within the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
boundaries would advance two goals of the City's current Legislative Program
(approved May 2015):

+ Environment / Open Space Goal H: Support funding and legislation for the
designation and preservation of open space and preservation, restoration,
and enhancement of natural resources.

* Environment / Open Space Goal I: Support legislation that makes funds
available to refurbish and improve parks, and to acquire and maintain open
space.

The SMMC would have an enhanced ability to provide financial assistance,,technical
assistance, and programming within any included area within or around the City.
Inclusion may be particularly helpful in securing grants from the SMMC or its partners.
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For example, on November 2, 2015, the SMMC awarded a $1,000,000 grant to fund an
analysis of the Los Angeles River to advance the river's revitalization efforts by a
multitude of government agencies and private partners and organizations.

Assemblymember Irwin’s staff is requesting a letter of sponsorship from the City in
support of AB 2189, and staff has prepared a draft letter (attached). While the bill
moves through the legislative process, additional letters of support may also be
beneficial. As such, staff recommends that the City Council authorize additional letters
in support of AB 2189 as needed.

Update on the National Park Service’s Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resources
Study

The request to be included within the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy boundaries
is similar to a parallel, but separate, request to be included within the Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Area (SMMNRA), which is administered by the U.S.
National Park Service (NPS). An update on this separate request is provided below.
As no action is required at this time, staff recommends that the City Council receive and
file this update.

As directed by the United States Congress in 2008, the NPS prepared a study of
potential boundary adjustments to the SMMNRA. Broadening the boundaries would
allow the NPS to expand its cooperative management agreements with California State
Parks, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, and the Mountains and Recreation
Conservation Authority. The Draft Special Resources Study examined approximately
650,000 acres in the Ventura-Los Angeles County region and identified four alternatives
for boundary changes, ranging from no expansion to a 313,000-acre expansion. On
June 17, 2015, the City Council authorized Mayor Parvin to send a comment letter to
the NPS regarding its Special Resources Study. The City supported the largest
suggested expansion, known as Alternative D, along with the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy and many other local governmental agencies.

On February 16, 2016, the NPS finalized the Rim of the Valley Corridor Special
Resources Study, and the U.S. Secretary of the Interior transmitted it to Congress with
a recommendation to expand the SMMNRA boundaries by approximately 170,000
acres. The Selected Alternative includes some of the areas contained in the Alternative
D that was supported by the City, with inclusion of areas generally south and east of the
118/23 Freeways. However, the Selected Alternative does not include areas to the
north of the 118 Freeway and to the west of the 23 Freeway, immediately south of the
Moorpark City limits.



Honorable City Council
March 2, 2016 Regular Meeting
Page 3

It should be noted that any newly included areas within the SMMNRA boundaries will
generally not change any land use authority or land ownership on privately-owned
lands. Rather, inclusion would allow the NPS to:

* Provide funding and authority for capital improvements, such as new
recreational trails and access roads

* Produce and conduct outreach to local communities, organizations, and
schools to promote opportunities to visit parks for healthy recreational
activities

* Direct land management

» Provide funding for land acquisition from willing seliers

For reference, from 2001 to 2011, the SMMNRA acquired nearly 1,800 acres of land for
approximately $14,000,000, effectively preserving open space and expanding
recreational opportunities in perpetuity.

Approval of the proposed SMMNRA expansion requires Congressional legislation,
which has not yet been introduced given the short amount of time between the
transmittal of the Special Resources Study and the writing of this staff report. Additional
information about the Special Resources Study is provided in Attachment 3.

DISCUSSION

AB 2189, as introduced by State Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin, would add Section
33204.8 to the California Public Resources Code and direct the SMMC to prepare a
revised map showing changes in its Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor within and in the
vicinity of the City of Moorpark, based on relevant scientific and land use studies and
after holding at least one public hearing in the Moorpark area.

The area to be studied would include all areas within the City of Moorpark, plus three
additional areas adjacent to the City, as listed and shown on the following page:

* The area north of the City limits and south of Broadway Road between Happy
Camp Canyon Regional Park and Grimes Canyon Road

* The area west of the City limits, north of Los Angeles Avenue, and south and
east of Grimes Canyon Road

* The area west of the City limits, south of Los Angeles Avenue, north of the
Arroyo Simi, and east of the Gabbert Canyon Drainage Channel
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

1. Approve sponsorship of AB 2189 to direct the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy to evaluate possible expansion of the Boundaries of the Rim of the
Valley Trail Corridor to include the City of Moorpark and surrounding areas.

2. Direct that an associated letter of sponsorship be sent to Assemblymember
Jacqui Irwin, and authorize additional letters in support of AB 2189.

3. Receive and file report on that National Park Service’s Rim of the Valley Corridor
Special Resources Study.

Attachment 1 — Draft Letter to Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin
Attachment 2 — Draft Legislation (AB 2189)
Attachment 3 — Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resource Study — Final Summary



ATTACHMENT 1

CITY oF MOORPARK

799 Moorpark Avenue, Moorpark, California 93021 | Phone (805) 517-6200 | Fax (805) 532-2205

March 2, 2016

The Honorable Jacqui Irwin
California State Assembly
State Capitol Room 6011
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Sponsorship of AB 2189 to Direct the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy to
Evaluate Possible Expansion to Include the City of Moorpark and Surrounding Areas

Dear Assemblymember Irwin:

This letter memorializes the City of Moorpark’s sponsorship of AB 2189. | want to thank you
for your leadership on this matter and for introducing this legislation.

The Mission Statement of the City of Moorpark is “Striving to preserve and improve the
quality of life in Moorpark.” Enhancing open space and greenbelt areas is one of the principal
methods by which the suburban nature of Moorpark can be both preserved and improved.
Last year, the Moorpark City Council created a list of its top ten priorities, and enhancing
open space and greenbelt areas was specifically listed as a top priority. This priority was
associated with various specific goals, including the creation of a Natural Open Space land
use designation as part of the City’'s General Plan Land Use Element update, strengthening
existing greenbelt agreements, potentially adding new formal greenbelts and agreements,
and establishing a trail system along the Arroyo Simi, which runs through the City.

The mission of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy is to strategically buy back,
preserve, protect, restore, and enhance pieces of Southern California to form an interlinking
system of urban, rural, and river parks, open space, trails, and wildlife habitats through direct
action, alliances, and partnerships.

An expansion of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy boundaries to include areas in
and around the City of Moorpark would greatly strengthen the partnership between the two
entities and aid both in accomplishing their common goals and objectives. The Conservancy
and City could then combine both financial and technical resources to preserve open space,
establish greenbelts, and create new recreational and educational opportunities for both
residents and visitors in the Moorpark area.

Because the boundaries of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy are set by the
California Public Resources Code, new legislation is required to effect any boundary
changes. AB 2189 would direct the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy to evaluate the
relevant scientific information and land use planning studies and determine if an expansion is



warranted. If so, then the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy will prepare and file a
revised boundary map with the Secretary of State and relevant legislative committees. This
same approach was previously used to evaluate potential expansion in the Santa Clarita
area, and the approach ensures that only scientifically appropriate areas are actually included
in any expansion. . .

I do want to acknowledge that AB 2189 includes the entirety of the City of Moorpark in the
study area, including the urbanized areas. The City understands that most, if not all, of its
urbanized areas will not be scientifically supported for inclusion within the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy. The inclusion of the full city limits is intended to prevent inadvertent
exclusions of areas that may in fact be beneficial to include. For example, it is possible that a
recreational trail along the Arroyo Simi may require pedestrian access, a parking lot, or
signage that might be inside or adjacent to an urbanized portion of the City. To allow for
inclusion of such potential areas of benefit, AB 2189 does not exclude any areas in the
absence of a thorough analysis.

Additionally, | want to share that AB 2189 has been drafted with the assistance and support
of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, through our existing partnership. AB 2189
would further strengthen our partnership and enable both entities to better achieve our
common goals.

Finally, | want to once again thank you for your support and for introducing AB 2189. [ look
forward to working with you to ensure that the legislation is signed into law.

Sincerely,

Janice Parvin
Mayor



ATTACHMENT 2

AB 2189 would add new Section 33204.8 to the California Public Resources Code as follows:
Section 33204.8.
(a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(1) The boundary of the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor should be determined
exclusively upon the best scientific and resource-based information
regarding trail, recreational, and environmental resources in the area.

(2) Landowners, local government entities, members of the public, and other
affected parties should be afforded maximum participation in the process by
which the Rim of the Valley Trail is delineated.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding the requirements of Section 33105.5, if the conservancy
determines, based on relevant scientific information and land use planning
studies, and after holding at least one public hearing in the area that would
be affected by a revision of the boundaries of the Rim of the Valley Trail
Corridor, that a boundary revision within and in the vicinity of the City of
Moorpark, as described in paragraph (2), is necessary, the executive
director shall prepare and file with the Secretary of State, the Assembly
Committee on Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on Natural
Resources and Water, a revised map showing the changes in the
boundaries of the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor.

(2) The conservancy shall determine potential boundary revisions of the Rim of
the Valley Trail Corridor for the area within the city limits of the City of
Moorpark; the area to the north of the city limits and south of Broadway
Road between Happy Camp Canyon Regional Park and Grimes Canyon
Road; the area west of the city limits of the City of Moorpark, north of Los
Angeles Avenue, and south and east of Grimes Canyon Road; and the area
west of the city limits of the City of Moorpark, south of Los Angeles Avenue,
north of the Arroyo Simi, and east of Gabbert Canyon Drainage Channel.

(3) A revised map prepared pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be supported by
relevant scientific information and be in accordance with the purposes and
objectives of Section 33204.3.

(c) Notwithstanding Section 33201, this section does not affect the jurisdiction of the
State Coastal Conservancy.


















The Selected Alternative -

SMMNRA Boundary Adjustment with Cooperative Conservation Emphasis

OVERVIEW

The National Park Service spectal resource study process re-
quires that the study identify the alternative or combination
of alternatives that in the professional judgment of the NPS
Director is most effective and efficient in protecting nation-
ally sigmficant resources and providing for visitor enjoyment.
Based on public and stakeholder input and professional judg-
ment, the NPS selected a hybnd alternative that is a combina-
tion of alternatives C and D. The National Park Service has
determined that the selected alternative is the most effective
and efficient alternative,

The actions encompassed in the selected alternative are pri-
marily the same as those identified and analyzed in alternative
C (preferred alternative) 1n the environmental assessment,
with the exception of minor modifications made as a resuit of
information and comments derived from public review of the
environmental assessment. The total acreage of the selected
alternative 15 approximately 170,000 acres, similar to alternative
C (173,000 acres). Relative to alternative C, the selected alterna-
ve:

+  Adds approximately 52,000 acres of land considered in
alternative D, including portions of the Conejo Moun-
tain area, western Santa Monica Mountains, and west-
ern Simi Hills that contain important habitat connec-
tions to the Santa Monica Mountains.

»  Includes the cooperative conservation approach for
areas beyond the proposed boundary addition as pro-
posed 1n alternatives B and D in the draft study report.

»  Removes approximately 55,000 acres of land includ-
ing: built-out, lugh density residential, commercial,
and industrial areas on the periphery of the boundary
adjustment; areas with landfills or other sohd waste fa-
cilities; and areas with high concentrations of oil and gas
production in the Santa Susana Mountains. These areas
were removed to the degree possible, while retaining
key resources and public enjoyment opporturties.

*  Within the Los Angeles and Arroyo Seco river corridors,
areas included in the revised boundary adjustment are
focused on public rights-of-way and adjacent public
lands. The historic areas in downtown Los Angeles re-
main in the boundary adjustment.

The above modifications would not add to environmental im-
pacts analyzed in the environmental assessment. The modifica-
tions, which rednce the amount of non-park (urban and de-
veloped) land in the boundary adjustment also would protect
important habitat connectivity and benefit SMMNRA and the
Rim of the Valley Corridor. The following is the full descrip-
tion of the selected alternative.

SELECTED ALTERNATIVE DESCRIPTION (CONCEPT)
The selected alternative includes a boundary adjustment to
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area (SMMN-
RA) and authority for NPS to provide technucal assistance to
surrounding local communities, agencies, and private land-
owners (if requested) to maintain habitat connectivity, protect
key resources, and plan for new parks and traus. The bound-
ary adjustment would provide recreational opportunities to a
broad range of urban communities, including many that are
underrepresented 1n national parks and underserved by state
and local parks.

The proposed boundary adjustment would add approximately
170,000 acres to SMMNRA's authorized boundary. In areas
beyond the proposed boundary addition, SMMNRA would
use existing authorities to partmer and provide technical as-
sistance to land managers and private landowners to maintain
and enhance habitat connections to the Los Padres and Ange-
les national forests and to assist local communities 1n planmng
for recreational opportunities.

PROPOSED AREA

The proposed boundary adjustment would add portions of
the Los Angeles River and Arroyo Seco corridors, the Ver-
dugo Mountains-San Rafael Hills, the San Gabriel Mountains
foothills, the Simi Hills, the Santa Susana Mountains, and the
Conejo Mountain area to SMMNRA. Existing parks such as
Griffith Park, Hansen Dam Recreation Area, Sepulveda Ba-
sin (recreation areas and wiidlife reserve), Los Encinos State
Historic Park, Debs Park, El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical
Monument, and Los Angeles State Historic Park would serve
as major portals into the Rim of the Valley Corridor area (see
Map: Selected Alternative). The selected alternative includes
the areas with the hughest concentration of resource values
and public enjoyment opportunities in the study area. Areas
with landfills or other solid waste facilities and high concen-
trations of oil wells in the Santa Susana Mountains that were
considered as part of a boundary adjustment in the draft study
report, are not included 1n the selected alternative, If at some
point in the future, such areas are no longer used for these
purposes, they could be considered for inclusion m the na-
tonal recreation area.

The proposed boundary adjustment would add approximately
170,000 acres to SMMNRA and would require congressional
legislation for implementation. Approximately 41.5% of the
170,000-acre addition is currently protected by other land
management agencies and organizations for purposes that -
clude conservation, open space, and/or recreation.

Angeles National Forest and San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument {ands are not included in the boundary adjust-
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ment. The National Park Service (NPS) and U.S. Forest Service
would continue to explore parmership opportunities using
existing authorities.

The NPS recognizes that the proposed boundary adjustment
would include hills and mountain systems beyond the Santa
Monica Mountains and that Congress may consider revising
the name of the broader nattonal recreational area to better re-
flect the extent of the national park unit if a boundary addition
1s implemented.

MANAGEMENT APPROACH

Management by existing agencies, local governments, organi-
zations, private landowners, and institutions described under
the no action alternative would continue under the selected
alternative. Agencies and local governments would maintain
existing authorities and land management responsibilities.
However, the NPS would become another partmer in the man-
agement of an additional 170,000 acres withimn the study area.
Cooperative conservation approaches would continue to be a
component of the management approach for the proposed ad-
dition to SMMNRA.

NPS Roles

Through legislation, Congress could authorize the NPS to
manage the new additions as part of SMMNRA and explore
partnerships with existing land management agencies, private
landowners, and organizations. The NPS could then expend
funds on resource protection, visitor services, land acquisition,
and the planning and development of visitor facilities such as
trails, waysides, etc. within the expanded NPS boundary. NPS
land acquisition would be targeted, with an emphasis on pro-
tecting significant resources, maintaining and enhancing habi-
tat connectivity, and providing recreational opportunities. The

NPS would only consider purchase of land from willing sellers.

The NPS would also expand its capacity to provide technical
assistance to agencies and orgamizations in the Rim of the Val-
ley Corridor area with the intent of increasing outreach efforts
to surrounding local communities. Beyond SMMNRA, NPS
technical assistance could be provided for: natural resource
protection and restoration, including protection of regional
wildlife corridors and adjacent tributaries; trail and park plan-
ning; and to bring agencies, organizations, and landowners
together to achieve common goals.

Other Federal, State and Local Land Management
Agencies and Organizations

The NPS would work with local, state, and federal agencies

to administer a cooperative land protection program and
management framework. New planning efforts would explore
opportunities for agencies to collaborate and set shared goals
for resource protection, connecting parklands and trails, resto-
ration objectives, and providing coordinated interpretive and
educational opportunities that highlight nationally significant
resources in newly added areas. The NPS would expand the
cooperative management agreement with California State

Parks, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, and Moun-
tains Recreation and Conservaton Authority to provide coor-
dinated management in the boundary addition. Through coop-
erative management agreements, the NPS, U.S. Forest Service,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment could explore new opportunities to leverage resources
for protecting habitat linkages and providing visitor services.

Local Land Use and Regulatory Authorities

Lands included in the proposed boundary addition would
contimue to be managed through a varety of public and private
mechanisms by private landowners, federal, state and local
agencies, universities, and organizations. In SMMNRA where
the NPS has proprietary jurisdiction, lands not owned by NPS
are typically regulated by local and state agencies or other
federal authorities. In proprietary jurisdiction parks, the state
government has not ceded the state’s jurisdiction over the park
area to the NPS. However, under the National Park Service
Organic Act 1916, which established the National Park Service,
the Secretary of the Interior has broad authority to establish
regulations for certain activities, regardless of federal land
ownership, within authorized national park unit boundaries.
These regulations are found in Title 36 Code of Federal Regu-
lations (CFR) Chapter 1.

Lands within the proposed boundary addition, unless pur-
chased by or donated to the NPS, would generally be subject
to existing general plans and local zoning, as well as state and
local laws and policies. In some cases, where activities must
cross federally-owned lands such as for access roads, NPS
regulations may apply. The NPS 1s authorized to provide com-
ments on proposed projects within SMMNRA and the broader
Santa Monica Mountains Zone (SMMZ). SMMNRA’s 1978
authorizing legislation established the SMMZ which includes
watersheds and canyon slopes associated with, but not formal-
ly included 1n SMMNRA, as well as the easternmost portion of
the Santa Monica Mountains encompassing Griffith Park. Lo-
cal and state agencies are responsible for land use regulations
within this zone, but the NPS retains, by law, reviewing author-
ity on projects mvolving federal funds, permits, or hcenses

that may affect the national recreation area. This authority was
provided by Congress when the national recreation area was
established to reduce downstream impacts on national recre-
ation area resources when possible.

NPS regulations that could pertain to activities on lands con-
sidered for addition to SMMNRA include regulation of min-
eral extraction and the exercise of nonfederal oil and gas rights
per 36 CFR Chapter 1, Parts 9A and ¢B. These regulations re-
spect existing rights and are not intended to result in the taking
of a property interest, but rather to impose reasonable regula-
tions on activines which involve and affect federally-owned
lands. Valid existing mineral rights would be retained. The
regulations are designed to insure that activities undertaken
pursuant to these rights are conducted in a manner consistent
with the purposes for which the national park system and each
unit thereof were created. Solid waste disposal sites, if located
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Priorities for Land Conservation

In recent years, various agencies and park districts have ac-
quired large areas of open space in areas such as the Verdugo
Mountains, Simi Hills, and eastern Santa Susana Mountains.
The NPS would work with these partners to identify common
priorities for land conservation that would emphasize protect-
ing and enhancing habitat connectivity between existing parks
and open spaces. Other agencies and organizations within the
added areas would likely continue to acquire lands for conser-
vation and open space as permitted under existing authorities.
The NPS would focus its own land acquisttion on protection
of core habitat areas in SMMNRA and in protecting nationally
significant resources and wildlife corridors within the newly
added areas. Having such areas within the SMMNRA bound-
ary means that the NPS would have the authority to purchase
lands for protection or expend funds on other means of land
conservation. The NPS would also continue to collaborate
regionally to share research and participate in strategies to
protect important wildlife corridors beyond the SMMNRA
boundary. Emphasis would be placed on private land steward-
ship and providing technical assistance to public and private
landowmers, as requested, to conserve these resources.

Restoration Opportunities. In more developed areas, the NPS
could contribute to restoration efforts that would enhance bio-
diversity and create more resilient biological systems. The NPS
could actively support current restoration efforts on the Los
Angeles River, Arroyo Seco, and Thjunga Wash. Opportunities
could also be explored, in cooperation with other agencies and
landowners, for the Arroyo Simi and Calleguas Creek. These
efforts would provide excellent opportunities to restore ripar-
ian areas and enhance regional habitat connectivity.

Cooperative Conservation. The NPS would also explore col-
laborative restoration efforts to conserve and enhance habitat
linkages between the Santa Monica Mountains and other large
conservation areas within the San Gabriel Mountains and the
Sierra Pelona. The Consolidated Natural Resources Act of
2008 allows for the NPS to enter into cooperative and inter-
agency agreements to protect natural resources. The NPS may
also contribute financially to projects that protect wetlands,
watersheds, and coastal resources if they also benefit park
resources. For example, such funding could contribute to res-
toration projects on tributaries to the Los Angeles River that
extend beyond the proposed boundary addition because these
tributaries provide excellent opportunities for wildlife move-
ment.

Existing federal and state programs that provide financial
ncentives for private landowners to restore habitat could be
leveraged to achieve restoration objectives. Federal and state
agencies have established numerous incentive programs to as-
sist private landowners in their conservation efforts. The NPS
could help 1dentify additional opportunities to leverage fund-
g that could be used by private landowners to conserve or
restore lands. Within the federal government, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and U.S. Department of the Interior (U.S.

Fish and Wildiife Service) offer numerous programs targeted to
assist private landowner conservation. Several examples of the
available opportunities are discussed below.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Wildlife Habitat Incen-
tive Program provides both technical and financial assistance
to landowners who want to develop and improve wildlife
habitat on their agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest
land, or tribal land. The Conservation Reserve Program (Farm
Services Agency) funds farmland projects that provide vegeta-
tive cover, riparian buffers, and other resource conservation
activities. Farmers who enter the program receive an annual
rental payment of up to $50,000 per person per year for the
land taken out of agricultural production. Fifty percent cost
sharing is also available for implementing conservation plans.
Conservation Reserve Program contracts last 10-15 years. As of
2012, approxamately 10,500 acres of farmland were converted
to habitat under the Conservation Reserve Program in Cali-
fornia, The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has a Partners for
Fish and Wildhfe Program that provides technical and financial
assistance to private landowners who are willing to partmer

on habitat improvements for migratory birds, as well as other
threatened and endangered wildlife.

Existing state programs to conserve farmlands such as those
authorized by California’s Williamson Act can also support
conservation objectives. The Willamson Act established an
incentive-based conservation program to protect agricultural
resources, preserve open space, and promote efficient urban
growth patterns. The Williamson Act enrollment is voluntary,
and an agency cannot require a landowner to enter into a con-
tract as a condition of approval for any permit or project.

Opportumttes for technical assistance to conserve significant
resources and wildlife habitat could also be facilitated through
the three resource conservation districts (Antelope Valley,
Santa Monica Mountains, and Ventura) that service the area.

Cultural Resources Documentation and Protection

The NPS would work collaboratively to document cultural
resources within the newly added areas. Although compre-
hensive inventories have been completed of cultural resources
in SMMNRA, for California State Parls, and recently for the
City of Los Angeles, other portions of the proposed boundary
addition are not as well documented. Addinional inventories,
documentation and mapping of cultural sites could be under-
taken. Information about sensitive sites need not be released
to the public; details and locations may need to be withheld to
protect the resources. The NPS could facilitate the develop-
ment of a network of cultural resources stakeholders mcluding
historical societies, institutions, and other organizations. This
network could explore and make recommendations related to
cultural resources protection and interpretation.

Significant sites could be evaluated for lising in the National
Register of Historic Places or designation as national historic
landmarks. Such designations would help to document the has-
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